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A journey of a thousan
... begins with a single step.

It was Robert Louis Stevenson who said title, graduated from high school and even
that “everyone who got where he is has had attended technical school. One of her most
to begin where he was! Many of the children memorable achievements was the purchase
in our Southeastern Children'’s of her very first car. Upon completing our
Home family have had to residential program, Angela
begin in very difficult places, entered our independent
making the distances they've living residential program
come nothing short of which has taught her many
remarkable. important life skills.

In this issue of Hope!, we'd
like to introduce you to a
few of our success stories.
The backgrounds and
foregrounds differ, but all
the journeys began with
a first step. And all of the
journeys continue.

Today, Angela is the mother
of a precious baby girl and
plans to return to school in
the fall to complete a degree
in accounting. During her visit
Angela said, “This is my only
home. | could never have made
it this far with out the love and
guidance I got while living at

Heart and home Southeastern”

We feel so fortunate to play a part in the
tremendous progress these two women have
made. We also are thankful that they still think
of Southeastern as home — a home where they
are always welcome and where their visits are
eagerly anticipated.

We were visited recently by two young
adults we're proud to say we helped raise. One
of them, Angela, is a new mother. She came to
introduce us to her child and was accompanied
by her child’s aunt, Jonell.

These two women have come a long way
since their time with us at Southeastern. They
entered the foster care system at very early
ages and had been moved frequently among
placements prior to their arrivals here.

God will guide Angela and Jonell. Of that
we have no doubt. And we'll continue to do
everything in our power to make their paths as
straight and clear as we possibly can.

Jonell was the first to
enter our care, arriving Fond farewe"s
when she was 16 years Wed like nothing more than to live in a
old. Her stay was a world that has no need of the services we
series of ups and provide. But because we're in the business of
downs, so much so helping to heal hurt children and families, it's
that, some days, she likely that we'll be here for many years to come.

must have felt as

though she was on a
never-ending roller
coaster ride.

The silver lining to this bittersweet cloud is
the work we do in children’s lives. On average,
thirty-five children are served at SECH annually,
some coming, some going, some staying.
During her recent We're pleased to report that, so far this year,
visit she said, “l wish | had taken four of our children have moved on to live with

more advantage of my opportunities here. | parents, extended families or adoptive or foster
would love to talk to the other children who families. These fond farewells were important
live here now to encourage them to make the milestones achieved by all concerned.

most of their opportunities. Oh, I wish....” Consider the story of Chris. As a young boy,

he was removed from his natural home and
placed with his grandparents. The subsequent

Angela was 14 when she arrived, by which
time Jonell had left. At first Angela was

Mrs. Virginia McCoy
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skeptical of those who tried to provide for
her needs, but she soon realized that our
staff's concern for her wellbeing was genuine.
Many successes followed this realization.

She joined the 4-H Club, winning a state

death of his grandfather, whod become a
cherished father figure, had devastated Chris.
He was placed with us and remained here

for three years, struggling with school, but
successfully participating in ROTC. This year he

Mr. & Mrs. William Mull
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Nahooikaika
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miles

returned to live with
his grandmother.

When children
are removed from
their natural homes,
grandparents often
assume the parental
roles. This was true of
Moni, who after only
four months at SECH, left
us to make a home with
her grandmother.

Jerry, who had been
adopted by his aunt and
uncle, was struggling with
anger and the behavior
associated with anger when
he arrived at SECH two years
ago. Today Jerry has learned
to control his anger and he once
again lives with his aunt and uncle.

Jonathan was with us for two years
also. He overcame his difficulty with
social skills, acquired independent living
skills and ultimately was placed with a

foster family. He maintains his ties to SECH
and will continue to attend Byrnes High
School.

Hopel! is a publication of
Southeastern Children’s Home,

Children thrive best in home settings where Robert Kimberly, Exec. Director.

love and care are in good supply and Chris,
Moni, Jerry and Jonathan now have such
homes of their own. Southeastern Counseling
Center is where we help children and families
— whether natural, extended, adoptive or foster
— overcome the obstacles they must confront
every day. Please consider joining us for a few
steps of this sometimes difficult, frequently
surprising, always rewarding journey.

We can be reached ...

by mail:  Post Office Box 339
115 Children’s Way
Duncan, SC 29334

by phone: 864.439.0259
by fax: 864.949.0248
online: sech.org

children’s

Like any conscientious home owner,
we take pains to ensure that
our grounds and facilities
stay attractive and in good
repair. This attention to
detail extends to our “public
face,as well, which is why we
recently updated our logo and
redesigned our communications
materials. The new logo and motto
—"where the heart is"— emphasize
the home-heart connection. We

want the world to know that SECH really is
a place of family, learning, love and growth.
In many cases, it's the only real home our
children have ever known.

We've also named our newsletter
“Hope!”to remind our friends, family and
contributors of what we're all working
together to achieve — and what we

do achieve, one child at a time, one
day at a time, with the prayers and
support of people like you.
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There is a strong possibility that students
who don't successfully complete high school
will lose most of the gains they've made during
their stay at SECH. As a result they are more
likely to...

« lack minimum skills to function in a complex
technological society,

- earn an estimated $9,000 less per year than
graduates,

- contribute only about half as much in taxes
as do graduates,

- draw larger subsidies in food stamps,
housing assistance, and welfare,

- have a greater chance of landing in prison,

- have worse health and lower life
expectancies.

Staying in school is a vital objective, not
only for the individual, but also for society as a
whole. Some studies show that many youth
who drop out of high school eventually earn a
diploma or GED,, but we know that abused and
neglected kids who have no positive support
system have little hope of doing that. This is
why we do all we can to help our students earn
a diploma or a GED before leaving SECH.

Our students attend James F. Byrnes High
School, one of the premiere high schools in
South Carolina, and we enjoy an excellent
relationship with the school. This
makes our job easier,
but we

take
it a step further by

being proactive in the education
of our students.

A 2008 study, Dropout Prevention, conducted
by the U.S. Department of Education,
Institute of Educational Services, made

recommendations for public education
systems to prevent high school dropouts.

SECH is not a school and its main purpose is
not academic, but we scored well on three of
six recommendations in this government study.
Recommendations 3-5 are:

- Provide academic support and enrichment
to improve
academic
performance.

- Implement
programs to
improve student’s
classroom
behavior and
social skills.

- Personalize
the learning
environment
and instructional
process.

The on-campus
classroom and
summer instructional
program implements
all three of these

recommendations in

several ways. You can

read the complete study
by going to our website
at sech.org.

School started for
our students August
17 and the campus
classroom is now
open each day after
school. Students
stop by first
thing for snacks,
socializing and a
devotional, after
which they work
on assignments
and receive any
additional help
needed.

We thank
you for
your concern for
the spiritual, social, physical and
educational needs of these deserving young
people. Because you make the work of
Southeastern Children’s Home possible, they
have the hope of a better life as productive
citizens.
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Mr. & Mrs. Carol Woodley
BUD WRIGHT
Ms. Myrtle Wright
BERNICE YOUNG
Central Church of Christ
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In honor of

DANNY & NANCY THOMAS

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Higginbotham
HASKELL & PATRICIA YENNY

Mr. Jerry Satterfield, Sr.

In honor of birthday

BLAKE ABEL
Dr. Lydia Guillot

Finding a family
Thank you so very much for all that you've
LoUISEBACONN done for me and given me. My life at South-
r. Lydia Guillot

JIM CAIN ' eastern will always be treasured in my heart
Ms. Karen Cain

HANNAH CHESNEY and I'll always remember those with whom
Dr. Lydia Guillot o
JOHN CONNELL I shared it. As much as anyone wants to be a

Mr. & Mrs. William Primm
JIM & CAROLYN CREEL

Ms. Rebecca Willis
J. C. FARLEY

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Farley
ANDY HOOD

part of a family, | couldn’t have asked for a bet-

ter one. No matter how much trouble | caused,

you never left me without the assurance that
Dr. Lydia Guillot you would be there for me. Most would say

In honor of graduation living in a children’s home is not family-like, and

KIA JAMES | too would have said the same before living at

M. Kt Brown Southeastern, but nothing gets more family-
In honor of anniversary like than that
MR. & MRS. CHAD EDWARDS
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Edwards
MR. & MRS. WILLIAM WILSON
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Edwards
In honor of 50th anniversary

MR. & MRS. WALLACE BEASLEY
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Edwards

In honor of 63rd anniversary

J. C. & JANE FARLEY
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Farley

In honor of 65th anniversary

KIRK & CLARA COLE
Ms. Donna Cole

In honor of Mother’s Day

Robert, you're the parent | never had and so
are those who have been my houseparents
throughout these years. | only hope that | will
be as encouraging and loving to the young
when I'm your age. Maybe | will be one of your
houseparents in the future. Who better to un-
derstand what those teens are going through!

Being eighteen and inexperienced to the
real world, | feel like | have come a long way -
grown up - and even though I've had a rough
past, | understand that God gave me this life for

CLARA COLE a reason and has put me through so much for
Ms. Donna Cole

JO HANNAFORD that same reason.
Dr. & Mrs. Mike Billings

PANTHA POWELL

Ms. Glenda Farmer

In honor of Father’s Day

Learning to grow up
| found your website today and it brought

KIRK COLE tears to my eyes. As | looked through the pic-
i DonEa ol tures of the new developments at SECH, | was

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Farley
BRUCE HANNAFORD
Dr. & Mrs. Mike Billings

In-kind gifts

A Classic Salon

taken back to a time when SECH was still new
and the Lyman house was a dream that was
slowly becoming a reality. | remember the tears
that | shed when Lyman house was

Apalache Baptist Church

Archdale Church of Christ Opeﬂed and the only
Mr. & Mrs. Quinton Batson

Mr. Paul V. Bell person

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Blackshear
Mrs. Kim Blanton
Ms. Melody Bowers
Mes. Lisa Briggs
Mrs. Gail Bright
Mr. Brian Brockman & Family
Ms. Doris P. Brown
Burnsville Church of Christ
Clemson Church of Christ
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Clift
Mr. and Mrs. Ray A. Corradi
Mr. and Mrs. George Crumpton
Mr. and Mrs. Mark S. Edwards
First Baptist Church, Lyman
Food Lion - Lyman, SC
Gastonia Church of Christ
Dr. George Glenn
Gold Hill Road Church of Christ
Ms. Kendra Graham
Greater St. James Temple
Mrs. Patricia Griswold
H &L Accessory, Inc.
Mrs. Kathy Hall
Mr. Bob Hamblin
Mr. Paul Hamilton
Mr. and Mrs. John Harrelson
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Henderson
Mr. Pete Hunter
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Jackson &
Nikki
Johnson’s Ace Hardware
Mr. & Mrs. Ellis Jones & Journey
Joyful Creations
Mrs. Joy Judd
Mr. Gerald Kelly
Ms. Susie Kimbrell
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Kunz
Martin's Hair Cuts
Lake Norman Church of Christ
Mrs. Jackie Leatherwood
Lexington Church of Christ
Life Song Church
Lyman United Methodist Church Ladies Class
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Morton
Mountain Island Church of Christ

[ truly could call Mom was moving into it. | was
afraid I would never see Momma Nora again.
All of this caused me to strive harder to com-
plete the program
in My cottage so
I could move into
the Lyman House.

u

... By no means
do | say my life
has been a bed
of roses, but
| truly would
hate to see how
it would have
turned out if it
had not been for youitwouldbe

. . alright. It's way
the caring, Iovmg better than alright
staff at SECH ..."

| remember the
painstaking details
of the planning.
How you were
against green be-
ing in the house
and how Missy
Thigpen assured

.. it's perfect!

| learned how

to grow up under
your care. | learned how to mow the lawn
and re-mow the lawn because it wasn't done
right the first time. I learned how to work hard
for what | believed in and how to earn what |
wanted. | can remember the days doing odd
jobs just to be able to go to camp an extra
week.

| am 28 years old now and have been out

of the "system”for almost eleven years. By no
means do | say my life has been a bed of roses,
but I truly would hate to see how it would
have turned out if it had
not been for the caring,

loving staff at SECH. I am

in the process of trying to
adopt two children. They

are boys ages 11 and 6.

I have had them for 18
months and | know
now why the staff at
SECH does what it
does. | cannot bear
to think what would

happen to these
children if there was
no one in their life.
We go to court in

March of this year.

Adoption is just a

few steps away.
Please keep usin
you prayers.

october 2009



Hope!

Shannon’s decision for baptism at Palmetto
Bible Camp this summer was the culmination
of much time and thought. She’s that kind
of person — quiet and unassuming, a good
student.

Palmetto Bible Camp
helped to influence
her decision, as it has
for over 100 young
people who've been
baptized while at
Southeastern. Bible
Camp, in addition
to her congrega-
tion and youth
group, has been a
part of her faith
development
during her two
years here.

Shannon
came to the
Children’s
Home be-
cause her
adoption
was not
working
out. She has come a
long way in overcoming challeng-
es in her young life, and one result is a better
relationship with her adoptive family.

School is another one of the bright spots in
Shannon’s life. She has her sights set on col-
lege, which is two years in the future. Though
she doesn't know what her major will be, she
enjoys math and does well in it.

Serving young people who must be placed
out of their natural homes depends on many
different influences. These influences —
houseparents, counselors, teachers,
mentors, and others — first must over-
come negative influences before the
positive influences can show results.

All of our loyal and generous sup-
porters, through prayer, encouragement,
and financial gifts, are an important part
of the circle of influences for the young
people served at Southeastern. You make
it possible for Shannon and many others
to achieve excellence and realize dreams.

As Shannon continues her spiritual
development as a new Christian, she has
a wonderful quality that many mature follow-
ers of Christ find difficult to develop. Shannon
loves to befriend those no one else would — a
curiosity to her peers, perhaps, but an un-
doubted joy to behold.

In-kind gifts

Mr. and Mrs. Travis L. Nodine
Northwood Baptist Church
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Nutt
Ms. Julie Nutting
Ms. Rita Ochiltree
Mr. and Mrs. Roger J. Page
Pajama Program
Mr. & Mrs. George Pearson
Mrs. Angie Pearson
Ms. Teresa Poole
Poplar Springs Baptist Church
Publix - Duncan, SC
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Quackenbush
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Rankin
Redeemer Lutheran Church
Reidville Elementary School
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Remick
Restoration Church
Resurgent
Riverside Booster Club
Ms. Robbie Robertson
S & STire of Greer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Ricky Smith
Ms. Roberta Smith
Soleil Salon and Day Spa
Spartan Bakery

Ms. Jennifer Stephens

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Stidham
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Taylor
Tina's Day Spa
Mrs. Kiley Tyler

The J. F. Floyd Mortuary
Mrs. Eddie Sue Thompson
Unity Presbyterian Church
Mr. Dale Utter
Mr. and Mrs. Danny Vaughn
Ms. Amanda Voyles
Mr. Matt West
Mr. David West
Windsor Lake Church of Christ
Mrs. Ann Wood
Ms. Judy Young

Auction donors
& volunteers

A Classic Salon
Advanced Auto Parts - Wellford, SC
Alabama Promotions
Alabama Theatre at Barefoot Landing
American Pie Factory
Atlanta Braves
Bacila’s Coffee and Bakery
Bert's Automotive
Big Frog Nursery
BI-LO of Lyman
BMW Manufacturing Co.
Boda Pipes
Burroughs & Chapin Company, Inc.
Calvin Gilmore Productions - The Carolina
Opry
Cannon's Nursery
Carolina Panthers
Carolyn’s Florals and Baskets
CentraArchy Restaraunt Management Co.
Centre Stage
Charleston Conv. & Group Services
Charleston Stingrays
Cherokee Valley Golf Club
Chimney Rock State Park
Chophouse 47
Christian Supply — Spartanburg, SC
City Range Steakhouse Grill
Claddagh Inn
Clemson University Athletic Department
Coca Cola Bottling Co.
Colonial Life
Cookies by Design
Copper River Grill of Greer, SC
CostCo
Courtyard by Marriott Greenville
Haywood Mall
Cracker Barrel
Crowfield Golf Plantation
Custom Automotive
Day Spa on Stone Ave
Demetre’s Gourmet Grille
Denny’s of Duncan
Discount Tire, Co.
DollyWood
Duncan Family Restaurant
El Mexicano Restaurant
Elite Car Rental
Extended Stay Hotels
Flat Rock Playhouse
Fort Sumter Tours
Fox Pools of Spartanburg
Frame Warehouse
Friends of Amy
Fuddruckers
Furniture Liquidators
Gerald’s Tires & Brakes
Great Bay Oyster House
Green Valley Country Club
Hair It s, Inc.
Harley Davidson Of Greenville
Hudson's Seafood House
ICl Paints Store
Jack In The Box
Jeff Lynch Appliances
La Bastide at The Cliffs
Link’s Body Shop
Mary Kay by Shelley Wildenstein
McDonalds - AMC Management Corp.
Meadowbrook Golf Club
Middle Tyger YMCA
Mize Nursery & Tryon Vineyards

St. Andrews Road Church of Christ

The Church of Christ At Summerville

Monkey Joe's of Spartanburg
Mr. & Mrs Brian Mays

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Fitzpatrick

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Blackshear
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Lindey

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Winston

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Crabtree

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Watson

Mr. & Mrs. Jon Mitchell

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Jones

Mr. & Mrs. Kent Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Kim Mudge

Mr. & Mrs. Lynn Thipgen

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Moore

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Mull

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dickerson
Mr. & Mrs. Toby McCall

Mr. Dan Ford

Mr. Howard Watts

Mr. Jerry Satterfield

Mr. Mark Stidham

Mr. Raymond Smith

Mr. Tim Kirkland

Mr. Toby McCall

Mr.& Mrs. Brian Mays

Mers. Carole Jessup

Mrs. Connie Scharff

Mrs. Del Winston

Mrs. Donna Thigpen

Mrs. Gail Bright

Mrs. Judy Peterson

Mrs. Maxine Ross

Mrs. Suzie Romani

Ms. Ann Griffith

Ms. Gloria Granger

Ms. Linda Graham

Ms. Lynn Adams

Mes. Paris Harrison

Ms. Sara Dexter

Myrtle Beach Pelicans
Obsessions Salon and Day Spa
O'Charley’s of Spartanburg
Outback Steakhouse

Palace Theatre

Papa John's Pizza

Paradise Lanes Family Entertain-
ment

Perry’s Ocean-Edge Resort, LLC
Pink Flamingo - Spartanburg, SC
Pizza Hut of Lyman

Pizza Inn of Duncan

Quik Dry, Inc.

Radisson Hotel & Suites Spar-
tanburg

Rays Vacuum and Sewing
Red Lobster

Reflections

Ripley’s Aquarium

River Banks Zoo and Gardens
River Falls Florist

River Falls Golf and Dining
S&STire, Inc.

Salon 837 -- Ann Greene
Satter’s Creek, Inc.
Scotsgrove

Sheraton Suites Galleria - Atlanta
Sherwin Williams

Silent Angels

Sims Barbeque — Duncan, SC
Sims Tire & Service Center
Smith’s Drug #2

Sneak Preview Hair Studio
Soleil Salon and Day Spa
Sonny’s Camp-n-Travel

South Carolina Aquarium
South Carolina Stingrays Hockey
Team

Spartan Bakery

Spartanburg Athletic Club
Spartanburg Little & Youth
Theatre

Spartanburg Scale Modelers
Steak & Spirits Restaurant
Super Sod Carolina

Taylor Auto Sales — Lyman, SC
The Ant's Pants

The Carolina Opry

The Claddagh Inn

The Cliffs / La Bastide

The Creek Golf Club

The Fresh Market, Inc.

The Great Bay Oyster House
The Palace Theatre Home of Le
Grande Cirque

The Spartanburg Little Theatre
The Tanning Center

Uniquely Yours

Upstate Muscular Therapy - Linda
Pearson

Upstate Muscular Therapy - Pam
Coppes

Upstate Muscular Therapy -
Tammy Gilbert

Verdae Greens Golf Club
Victoria Place Salon and Spa
Wal-Mart Store #2806

Walnut Lane Bed & Breakfast
Westside Veterinarian
Zaxby's of Duncan

Cycling for Children
& volunteers

Mrs. Adrienne Ackerman & Jacob
Bella Latte

Mr. Chaz Axsom

Mr. Don Axsom

Ms. Kala Axsom

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Axsom
Ms.Renee Beauford

Mr. Sam Bingham

Officer Danny Blackwell

Mrs. Kim Blanton

Mrs. Gail Bright

Ms. Teresa Brown

Mrs. Angela Burgess

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Burchill
Mr. David Burns

Ms. Lidia Cannalung

Mr. Eric Christopherson

Mr. Damon Christonbury
Mr. Travis Clary

Ms. Julie Cobb

Mr. and Mrs. David Coggins
Mr. David Cosgrove

Chief Ryan Cothran

Mr. Mark Cox

Mr. Zac Cummings

Ms. Natalie Dearman

Mr. Bill Deckon

Mrs. Nancy DeYoung
Duncan Fire Department
Duncan Police Department
Ms. Tina Drake

Mr. AJ Duke

Mr. Brian Edwards

Eurorest — Joe Gagnon & Crew
Mr. and Mrs. John Evans
Fedelis Sunday School Class
Mr. Stan Fields

Mr. and Mrs. David Fleming
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Fogel
Freewheelers

Mr. Todd Gambrell

Mr. Jim Goodwin

Go Tri Sports

The Great Escape

Officer Margaret Greer

Mr. Andy Guidici

Mr. Matthew Guidici

Chief Guy

Mayor John Hamby

Officer Ashley Harris

Ms. Ruthie Helms

Ms. Joyce Henderson

Mr. Chris Hennecy
Attorney Steven Hisker

Mr. Randy Howard

Mr. Mark Janes

Mr. Karl Johnson

Mr. Roy Jones

Ms. Pam Jordan

Mrs. Joy Judd

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kimberly
Mr. Frank Linderman

Mrs. Sissy Lockskin

Captain C. E. Long

Mr. Pat McCallion

Mrs. Rita McLain

Sergeant Chris Miller

Mr. Michael Miller

Mrs. Sandra Milyo

Mr. Grant Mitchell

Officer Jonathan Montjoy
Mrs. Kristi Moon

Mr. Jon Morgan

Mrs. Bridget Musteata

Mr. Chad Nance, Director of BI-LO
Mr. Tyler Nodine

Mr. Mark Orndorff & Alexis
Mr. Ralph Paquin

Ms. Kelly Patton

Mr. James Peavey

Mr. Chris Perry

Mr. Dianna Perry

Mr. Thom Peters

Mr. Doug Pilet

Ms. Debra Pittman

Mr. William Poterala

Ms. Karen Potter

Mr. Glenn Poupore

Mr. Reggie Powell

Mr. Pete Primm

Mr. Dave Proctor

Mr. Allen Putman

Ms. Katherine Rausch

Ms. Lisa Reaves

Miss Emily Reavis

Mr. Jim Redd of Tyger River Fire Rescue
Mrs. Madeline Reistroffer
Mr. Bill Short

Mr. Scott Sisk

Mr. & Mrs. Ricky Smith
Spartan Bakery
Spartanburg County Sheriff's Office
Sparton Bicycles

Ms. Angie Starrett

Ms. Earleen Stricklin

Ms. Claudia Sullens

Mr. Joseph Sullivan

Mr. Paul Thomas

Mrs. Eddie Sue Thompson
Mr. John Tourigny

Mr. Steve Verdell

Ms. Amanda Voyles

Ms. Donna Wade

Mr. and Mrs. Meckie Walker & Seth
Upstate Bike and Skate

Mr. Joseph Walton

Wellford Police Department
Mr. Jimmy White

Mr. Richard White

Ms. Tracy Wilde

Mr. Roger Williams

Mr. Robert Wilson

Mr. Dennis Wiseman

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Yeargin
Mrs. Dana Younts
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