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Who’s your Buddy?
2008-2009 Centre Stage Season

Centre Stage commemorates 
the 50th anniversary of Holly’s 
historic �nal performance

The last time Will Ragland appeared 
at Centre Stage as Buddy Holly, there were 
people standing on the street outside the 
theater at show time holding signs that read 
“Need tickets.” 

That level of response to a locally-
produced live theatrical performance broke 
all known records in the Upstate, which is 
why Centre Stage had no trouble deciding 
to bring Buddy back for a much-anticipated 
encore in 2009.

After two sold-out runs of Buddy: The 
Buddy Holly Story, �rst in 2005 and then in 
2007, the most logical followup might seem 
to be a third production of the same 
show. But February 2, 2009 is the 
50th anniversary of Holly’s �nal 
performance. On that day 50 
years ago, Holly, together 
with J.P. “The Big Bopper” 
Richardson and Ritchie Valens, 
took off from Clear Lake, 
Iowa in a chartered Beechcraft 

Bonanza. Minutes later, the plane had crashed 
and “The day the music died” became music 
legend.

The Rock ‘n Roll Reunion
Clear Lake: The Rock ‘n Roll Reunion 

is just what the name implies – a rock ‘n 
roll concert designed to capture the magic 
and excitement of Holly’s historic �nal 
performance in Clear Lake, Iowa. Ragland 
will take the stage as Buddy Holly singing hit 
after Holly hit and he’ll be joined by a cast of 
gifted performers singing the music of Ritchie 
Valens, Dion and the Belmonts, The Big 
Bopper and others.

A special studio recording of Ragland’s 
dead-on renditions of Holly’s songs produced 
by Grammy Award-winner Noel Golden was 
recorded at Greenville’s OMG Studios. Metro 
Beat magazine raved, “it becomes almost 

impossible to tell a difference between the 
real Holly and Ragland.” Limited quantities 
of the disk remain and may be purchased 
from Centre Stage for $15 each.

Conceived and musically directed by 
noted Greenville composer Joe Wehunt, 
Clear Lake: The Rock ‘n Roll Reunion will 
run February 2-14, 2009, with the 
February 2 performance set aside as a 
special fundraiser for Centre Stage. Tickets 
for that night are $50 each. Tickets to the 
rest of the performances are $30 each. 
No discounts or passes will be accepted 
for this production, which is sure to sell 
out. Members may reserve their tickets 
immediately ... and are strongly urged to do 
so soon!

Sponsored by Greenville Hospital System 
and Design Strategies.

“ ... absolutely �rst 
rate ... Ragland’s 
live vocals are 
unbelievably strong 
... it becomes almost 
impossible to tell 
a di�erence between 
the real Holly and 
Ragland, and that’s 

the highest 
compliment 
I can pay him.”

Metro Beat 
August 1, 2007 Will Ragland will return to the concert stage as Buddy Holly in Clear Lake: 

The Rock ‘n Roll Reunion February 2-14, 2009. (Photo by David Crosby)

Electric guitar impresario John Atkins (left) will join 
Ragland for Clear Lake. Shown here in 2005.
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Snow-bound romance kicks o� 
26th season, Oct. 16 - Nov. 1, 2008
When Pulitzer Prize winner William 
Inge’s play, Bus Stop, opened on Broadway in 
1955, it was an instant commer-
cial and critical success. Based 
on an earlier one-act, Bus Stop 
involves a pair of young lov-
ers and their struggle to �nd 
romance in the modern world. 
These lovers - a nightclub 
singer named Cherie and a 
brash cowboy named Bo – are 
now icons of the American theater.

Alternately hilarious and heartbreaking, 
the play takes place inside a diner near 
Kansas City. A freak snowstorm 
has blocked all roads, strand-
ing a busload of strangers 
together until morning. Their 
stories emerge to form a vivid 
tapestry of love, tragedy and hope. Such 
tales of small-town life rooted in the heart-
land, so typical of Inge’s work, earned him 
the moniker “Playwright of the Midwest.”

Directed by Chip Egan (Tomfoolery, Greet-
ings!), the Centre Stage production of Bus 
Stop will run October 16 - November 1, 
2008. Sponsored by Fluor.

Taking our show on the road
When Greenville attorney Warren Mowry 

approached Centre Stage about producing a 
school tour of his one-man show, Clarence 
Darrow: An Exploration of Ethics, his track 
record already included 
both a successful run at The 
Warehouse Theatre and 
well-received performances 
given for the Spartanburg 
Bar Association.

His legal credentials are 
equally impressive. Mowry 
has served as the 13th 
Circuit Assistant Solicitor 
for Greenville County, as 
head of the department of 
criminal justice at Greenville  
Technical College, and now 
serves as legal and political 
consultant for TV stations 
WYFF, WSPA and WHNS.

Clarence Darrow is the 
one attorney in American history against 
whom all others are measured.  With a 

career stretching from the late 1870s until 
the mid-1930s, he was in the spotlight for 
many of the most famous, and infamous 
cases of all, perhaps most notably the 1925 

Scopes “Monkey Trial,” a 
watershed in the creation-
evolution controversy 
that rages to this day.  
His involvement in the 
labor movement, the civil 
liberties debates, political 
campaigns, and many 
of the most notorious 
criminal trials of his era 
makes him a leading 
�gure for study. 

A stirring history 
lesson, a morality tale, 
an exploration of ethics 
– Clarence Darrow is as 
thought-provoking as it 
is entertaining. Please 

contact Centre Stage for information about 
pricing and availability.

The playwright who gave us Sylvia �rst 
gained prominence in 1981 with his nostalgic, 
thought-provoking study of WASP culture in 
the American Northeast – The Dining Room.

 Six actors – three men and three women 
– play almost 60 different characters whose 
lives have but one thing in common: the din-
ing room of a ‘typical’ well-
to-do household. Sometimes 
stinging, sometimes senti-
mental, The Dining Room is a 
mosaic of exceptional range, 
compassionate humor and 
abundant humanity.

Benjamin P. Robinson will 
direct the show, which will run June 11-27, 
2009. Sponsored by Bank Greenville.

The way of the WASP

Ride! is a publication of Centre Stage, 
Greenville’s Professional Theater, 501 River Street, 
Greenville, SC 29601.

BJ Koonce, Executive Director
Connie Jenkins, Business Manager
Allen Evans, Development Director
Guy Perticone, Technical Director
Beau Phillips, Box Of�ce Manager
Tim Brosnan, Marketing Implementor

life and works without props or sets. It’s one 
man, one book and one unforgettable show.

Kuhn’s 2008 world tour of The Gospel 
According to Saint 
Luke will conclude 
at Centre Stage for a 
limited engagement 
December 11-21, 
2008. Evening 
performance times 
for this show will 
be at 7:30 p.m. and 
matinees at 3 p.m.  
Sponsored by St. 
Francis Foundation.

2008-2009 Centre Stage Season

The sound of music. Sort of.

Centre Stage, Greenville’s Professional Theater  CentreStage.org

In 2009, two Broadway actors and a 
Broadway director will join forces with 
Centre Stage to produce the memory piece 
Variety called “downright hilarious” – Stephen 
Temperley’s Souvenir, A Fantasia on the Life 
of Florence Foster Jenkins.

The role of Jenkins will be played by 
Greenville native Mimi Wyche. Her 26-year 
acting career includes roles performed on 
Broadway, Off-Broadway, Off-Off-Broadway 
and in over 30 regional theaters across the 
country.  She appeared as JellyLorum in 
CATS on Broadway and as Mrs. Lovett 
in Stephen Sondheim’s Sweeney Todd 
at the renowned Guthrie Theater in 
Minneapolis.  A respected soprano 
soloist, she has appeared in New York 
at such venues as Lincoln Center, Carnegie 
Hall, Town Hall, City Center and as a special 
guest on Garrison Keillor’s A Prairie Home 
Companion.   Throughout the years, Wyche 
has been actively involved in theater in 
Greenville as a performer and educator.

Florence Foster Jenkins was an American 
soprano, born in 1868, who began giving 
recitals in 1912.  Unfortunately, the music that 
left her mouth wasn’t nearly as beautiful as 
the music she heard in her head.  She had 
a 32-year career, culminating in a sold-out 
concert at Carnegie Hall in 1944.

Wyche will be joined by Jim Walton  
playing the role of her accompanist, Cosme 
McMoon. Walton has performed on and 

“Wyche could read a phone 
book and make it funny ...”

Los Angeles Times

off-Broadway in hits such as The Music Man, 
42nd Street, Merrily We Roll Along and Closer 
than Ever.  Souvenir will be directed by Obie, 
Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle award-
winner, Mark Waldrop.

 Souvenir is the story of an odd partnership 
between accompanist and ‘singer’. The Boston 
Globe called it “tone-deaf but utterly pitch-
perfect ... downright hilarious. There weren’t 
many voices as bad as Jenkins’ (or) many 
theatrical experiences as good as Souvenir.” 
Production dates are March 5-21, 2009. 

In Bruce Kuhn’s experienced hands,  
The Gospel According to Saint Luke springs 

to life with urgency, humor 
and love. 

Kuhn, whose Broadway 
credits include Les Misera-
bles, Chess and Cotton Patch 
Gospel,  premiered his 
one-man production of the 
“Third Gospel” (King James 
version) at the acclaimed 

Actor’s Theatre of Louisville where critics 
hailed it as “a riveting dramatic experience.” 

During this 90-minute tour-de-force, Kuhn 
channels the beloved saint’s account of Jesus’ 

Saint Luke at Centre Stage for Christmas

Who lives? Who dies?
Heart transplants have become com-

monplace in the decades since Dr. Christian 
Barnard’s �rst successful procedure in 1967. 
Technology has yet to solve the problem 
of organ scarcity, however, and the the 
demand for donor organs has forced many 
healthcare professionals into the extremely 
uncomfortable position of playing God. 

Mark St. Germain’s suspense drama, The 
God Committee, places the audience the 
board room of St. Patrick’s Hospital’s trans-
plant selection committee. Medicine, money, 
and morality clash as one heart unexpect-
edly becomes available for three critically ill 
candidates, two of whom will, in effect, be 
sentenced to death when the committee’s 
decision is handed down. 

North Greenville University Theatre De-
partment Chair Dr. Dale Savidge directs. Pro-
duction dates are April 16 - May 2, 2009.

Season photo credits
The promotional images featured in this 

publication were captured at Crosby Stills  
by David Crosby. Katie Martin served 
as stylist and hand model for the half-day 
shoot. Dan Sandy of Bob Jones Univer-
sity provided tasteful accessories and cos-
tume mistress Barbara Hackett provided 
costumes and invaluable fashion insight.

Debra Capps, Brian Haimbach, 
Mimi Wyche and Will Ragland allowed 
themselves to be photographed in whole or 
in part. Props were loaned by Greenville 
Little Theatre, USC Upstate and Ben 
Robinson, whose generosity is exceeded 
only by the size of his collection of eclectic 
and hard to �nd ... stuff.  
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A
dult m

em
bership(s) @

 $125.00/ea.

S
enior citizen m

em
bership(s) @

 $110/ea.

S
tudent m

em
bership(s) @

 $75/ea.

===

$$$

2. Your subscription

Friend ($25 - $99)

C
ontributor ($100 - $299)

B
acker ($300 - $499)

S
ustainer ($500 - $1,999)

TO
TA

L
 (including subscription)

====
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3. Your donation (P
lease consider this additional support.)

M
y check is enclosed.

4. Your paym
ent (P

aying by check saves C
entre S

tage M
astercard/V

isa m
erchant fees!)

P
lease charge m

y M
asterC

ard or V
isa card.

M
astercard or V

isa #

E
xpiration D

ate

N
am

e on C
ard

S
ignature

V-code (3-digit num
ber on back of card)

Tell your em
ployer about C

entre S
tage!

C
om

panies tend to support the arts organizations that their em
ployees support ... 

and som
e em

ployers m
atch donations

! P
lease tell us w

here you w
ork so w

e can 
m

agnify your voice on behalf of C
entre S

tage.

E
m

ployer:   
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2008 New Play Festival
Sept. 8 – 13, 2008

Bus Stop
Oct. 16 – Nov. 1, 2008

GSO Spotlight Concert #1 
Nov. 21, 2008

The Gospel 
According to St. Luke
Dec. 11 – 21, 2008

New Play Festival winner 
Jan. 15 - 24, 2009

Show patrons enjoy free parking 

beside our state-of-the-art 

facility located just a 

short stroll from down-

town Greenville’s 

shops, restaurants, 

hotels and 

famous Falls 

Park. 

Clear Lake: 
The Rock ‘n Roll Reunion
Feb. 2 – 14, 2009

GSO Spotlight Concert #2 
Feb. 13, 2009 

Souvenir
March 5 – 21, 2009

GSO Spotlight Concert #3 
March 27, 2009 

The God Committee
April 16 – May 2, 2009 

The Dining Room
June 11 – 27, 2009

Annual Fundraiser Party 
July 18, 2009

Country Queens: 
Nashville’s Leading Ladies
Aug. 6 – 29, 2009

Tear o� m
em

bership application and season calendar along perforation lines. C
om

plete and return m
em

bership application w
ith paym

ent. K
eep calendar for your refrigerator!

A little help from ...
It’s no surprise that Centre Stage executive 

director BJ Koonce was given the Metropoli-
tan Arts Council’s 2008 “Spirit of Collabora-
tion” award.

The collaborative relationships that Koonce 
and her staff have forged with Greenville’s 
business and arts communities demonstrate 
what can be achieved when creative profes-
sionals work together for mutual bene�t. 
In-kind trade agreements with companies 
like Imaging Technologies, TVP Studios, 
Fairway Outdoor Advertising, View Digital 
Media, The Greenville News and others have 
garnered Centre Stage such essential services 
as playbill and banner printing, video produc-
tion and advertising far in excess of what the 
theater could afford on its own.

The Gallery at Centre Stage is 
one result of the theater’s long-
standing partnership with The 
Metropolitan Arts Council 
(MAC) and the popular Spot-
light Series of chamber music 
concerts, now in its third year, is 
produced in cooperation with the Greenville 
Symphony Orchestra. Centre Stage hosts 
theater classes taught by Greenville Techni-
cal College, as well as performances given by 
GTC students.

And the list goes on ... and on ... and on. 
Suf�ce it to say that Greenville’s Professional 
Theatre is, in every sense, a collaboration. 
Anyone interested in working with Centre 
Stage to improve the quality of life in the 
Upstate should contact development director 
Allen Evans at 864.233.6733.    

2008-2009 Centre Stage Season

501 River Street, Greenville, SC 29601  864.233.6733

Long live the Queens!

Hatching new plays
On September 8-13, Centre Stage will 

culminate a year-long, search for new plays 
with its 6th annual New Play Festival  
(NPF), presenting the works of four �nalists 
selected from among hundreds of submis-
sions received from playwrights around the 
country and abroad.

These works will be offered free of charge 
in a readers’ theatre format. Talkback ses-
sions will give playgoers a role in the creative 
process and the work selected as the most 
outstanding will receive a full production at 
Centre Stage next year. The 2008 NPF will 
feature nationally known playwright Arlene 
Hutton as playwright-in-residence and 
is made possible by funding from The 
Community Foundation, The Greenville 
News and The Humanities CouncilSC.

Whenever Centre Stage polls audi-
ences asking what kind of show they’d like 
to see more of, the answer most often given 
is “musical.” The grand �nale of our 2008-
2009 season will be one of the Upstate’s most 
ambitious responses to that demand ever – 
Country Queens: Nashville’s Leading Ladies.

Top-�ight singers and musicans are being 
recruited to bring this Grand Ol’ 

Opry-style tribute to the queens 

of country music to Greenville in high style.

Benjamin P. Robinson ( Crimes of the 
Heart, Beehive, The Fantasticks, Moonlight 
and Magnolias and others) is partnering as 
director with co-creator Joe Wehunt (Clear 
Lake: The Rock ‘n Roll Reunion) who will 
serve as musical director.

Robinson earned his MFA from Bob Jones 
University where he also taught theater. 
Listed in Who’s Who in Arts and Entertain-
ment in the South and Southwest, he’s taught 
and directed at North Greenville University, 
Lander University, Furman University and 
the SC Governor’s School for the Arts and 
Humanities. For sixteen years, he was direc-
tor of the apprentice program at Flat Rock 
Playhouse.

 Wehunt is staff composer at Skyline Post, 
a �lm postproduction facility, and a free-

lance arranger 
and guitarist.  
He’s worked 

with Bob 
Hope, George 
Burns, The Fifth 
Dimension 
and as musical 

director for many 
productions.

This all-female 
musical revue will feature the 

songs made famous by Lo-
retta Lynn, Tammy Wynette, 
Dolly Parton, Patsy Cline, 
Kitty Wells, Reba McIntyre, 
Barbara Mandrell and oth-

ers. Production dates 
are August 6-29, 

2009.
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Our 2008-2009 
season is tricked 

out, polished 
up and ready to 
roll, so call the 
box of�ce or 
visit us online 
today for your 
ticket to ride!

Best hurry, 
though, cause 
the motor’s 
running.

C E N T R E  S T A G E

Join Centre Stage, Greenville’s Professional 
Theater, for an unforgettable year-long journey 
of laughs, surprises, music ... and memories 
that will last a lifetime. Show patrons enjoy 
free parking beside our state-of-the-art facility 
located just a short stroll from downtown 
Greenville’s shops, restaurants, hotels and 
famous Falls Park. 

2008 New Play Festival
September 8 – 13, 2008

Bus Stop
October 16 – November 1, 2008

The Gospel According to Saint Luke
December 11 – 21, 2008

Clear Lake: The Rock ‘n Roll Reunion
February 2 – 14, 2009

Souvenir
March 5 – 21, 2009

The God Committee
April 16 – May 2, 2009 

The Dining Room
June 11 – 27, 2009

Country Queens: 
Nashville’s Leading Ladies
August 6 – 22, 2009
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Hop in! The motor’s running!

Centre Stage 2008 season marketing materials
Working from an original concept (“Wanna take a ride?”), this promotional theme was built out using photography by David Crosby. 
The 8.5” x 11” magazine style brochure and rack card are shown here.. (Concept and layout by Tim Brosnan)

Rack card

Brochure


